Advisory Council to the Division of Autism Services

Minutes, May 7, 2008

MEMBERS PRESENT: Maggie Casciato, Laura DigalbothREren, Jan Galloway,
Ann Gionet, Jacqueline Kelleher, David Daniel KigppJames Loomis, Sara Reed, Lois
Rosenwald, Jonathan Ross, Tricia Winter, Robin Wé&daine Flynn for Nikki Richer

OTHERS PRESENT: Kevin Lembo, Mary Franco and Jentireta
ABSENT: Cathy Adamczyk, Jennifer Carroll, Tom Clegk Judy Dowd, Roger Frant,

Chera Gerstein, Sara Lourie, Kathy Reddington, Sialoy, Jane Thierfeld-Brown, Larry
Wood

The meeting was called to order and an opportuoitypublic comment was given. No
members of the public were present.

Announcements
Allison, from the Division of Autism Services anmaed the following:

A first draft of the feasibility report for the Maxhid waiver will be completed

shortly.

* Two new positions have been posted.

* The policy regarding background checks is beinglimed.

« There have been some changes regarding eligiliitycriteria for the pilot pro-
ject (changes not specified).

» The pilot project is working on training initiatigen conjunction with BRS.

Robin Wood announced DDS workshops on transpontadiod employment first and
gave flyers for these to the Council.

Introductions
Existing and prospective members of the Counaibohiced themselves.

Election of New Members

Pursuant to its bylaws, the Council elected théovahg new members to two-year
terms: Representative Kathy Abercrombie, Kevin herrand Alan Looper. The follow-
ing new members were elected to one-year termgy Manco and Jennifer Ureta.

Discussion of the Role of the Advisory Council

The group then engaged in a free-form discussioth@frole of the Advisory Council.
The following were mentioned as possible areasoofi$ or suggestions regarding how
the Advisory Council should function:

* Review policy guidelines;



* Insurance;

» Professional/Provided Development;

» Data — Needs Assessment and Program Assessment

* Provide information for the parent community

* Housing

* It should have a task force focus rather than enpeent committee focus. Have
clear goals for committees and end them when theseompleted.

* Medicaid Waiver — guidelines

» Statewide Agency Coordination

» Educate Council Members

There was considerable discussion about wantingthencil to be effective and not bu-
reaucratic. There was also discussion about wipatcahorts the Council should focus
on; we agreed that for the moment, adult servieesled to be our primary area of focus.

The group agreed upon three areas to focus ona, [Pabfessional/Provider Develop-
ment, and the Medicaid waiver. In keeping with @auncil's desire not to necessarily
create permanent committee, we decided to haveddblese be an Ad Hoc Committee.
After a break, the group discussed priorities argh® of focus for each of the Ad Hoc
Committees.

Data Ad Hoc Committee

» Part of the Committee’s function is to respond &badneeds from the Medicaid
Waiver and Professional/Provider Development Ad KBmommittees. The Ad
Hoc Committees will need to liaise with one anoth&here should be one indi-
vidual whose job it is to coordinate between Datd Brovider Development, and
another individual whose job it is to coordinatetween Data and Medicaid
Waiver. Who these people would be was not detexdhin

* Obtain access to existing data:

o Pilot program data
o State Agencies: BRS, DMHAS, DDS, etc.
o Advocacy Groups

» Evaluate reliability and consistency of data. &mtjgular, attempt to conform data
from different sources for comparability.

* Include, although perhaps not as the first tasiqcas on program assessment.
What outcomes have been achieved for specific datteounts?

* Report back to Advisory Council with scope of wakd prospective first steps.

* The following members agreed to be part of this Aat Committee: Maggie
Casciato, Ruth Eren, Jan Galloway, Jacqui Kelleaad Jim Loomis. Jacqui
Kelleher agreed to serve as Chair of the Ad Hoc Ridtee.

Provider Development Ad Hoc Committee




* This Ad Hoc Committee will need to coordinate widhta and make its informa-
tion needs known.

» Several members discussed the need of trainingregtard to the criminal justice
system in light of certain individuals with ASD hag encountered legal difficul-
ties.

* Need to know the current status in CT.

» Develop plans for workforce development

0 Recruitment
0 Retention

» Educational routes

» Possibly look at other states to see if thereldangs we can learn.

* Finding providers.

» Approaches for training providers.

» Existing policies/guidelines?

* The following members agreed to be part of this Aat Committee: Elaine
Flynn, Mary Franco, Ann Gionet, Sara Lourie, Saee@® Chera Gerstein and
Jennifer Ureta. The names of Larry Wood and Rdégant were suggested as
possible members, with Roger being a possible ch&in Gionet agreed to serve
as Interim Chair to coordinate initial steps fastAd Hoc Committee.

Medicaid Waiver Ad Hoc Committee

* One key focus of the ad hoc committee will focusitsnactually being imple-
mented.

» Additionally, the ad hoc committee will examine tbervices included and pro-
vider qualification review.

» To the extent possible, we want to ensure thaséneices we want to be provided
by DAS should be the priority rather than being ptetely driven by the funding
source.

* We saw two types of functions with regard to thewea There should be an ad-
vocacy function — what do we want in the waiver?

* There needs to be a detail checking function tirsthere?

* Finally, we agreed that it would be appropriate thois Ad Hoc Committee to
brief the Advisory Committee on the status of thaiwer at the next meeting.
Additionally, we will endeavor to have someone fr@8S come and give the
Council a basic education on Medicaid Waivers.

» Joining the committee were: Laura Digalbo, Mararteo, Kevin Lembo, Sara
Reed, Lois Rosenwald, Jennifer Ureta, Tricia Wirded Robin Wood. Kathy
Reddington should also be on this Ad Hoc Committeaura Digalbo agreed to
be the Chair.

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon.

Possible Action Items




Develop a complete roster of Advisory Council memband circulate to the
Council.

Elaine Flynn to be given application materials far to fill out to take Nikki
Richer’s place.

Locate a speaker to brief the next meeting on Medigvaivers.



Preliminary Roster

Maggie Casciato
mcasciat@optonline.net
203-374-5111 (home)

Laura Digalbo
Laura.digalbo@ct.gov
860-424-4861 (work)

Jan Galloway
jan@jgalloway.net
203-775-9471

Ruth Eren
blnrhot@aol.com
erenri@southernct.edu
203-263-6023

Elaine Flynn
Elaine.Flynn@po.state.ct.us
860-262-6972

Jacqueline Kelleher
Jacqueline.kelleher@ct.gov
860-713-6918

David Daniel Klipper
daviddaniel@klipper.us
dklipper@stamhealth.org
203-276-2365 (work)
203-536-8822 (cell)
203-329-9993 (home)

Lois Rosenwald
Lois.asrc@sbcglobal.net
203-265-7717

Sara Reed
Sara-reed@sbcglobal.net
888-453-4975

Jonathan Ross
JKLeeRoss@comcast.net
203-494-2505




